
 

 
 

 LAWRENCE E. JONES MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Home of the Jaguars 

                        http://ljms-crpusd.org  
 

2019/ 2020 BAND MANUAL  

 STUDENT NAME:______________________ Band Period:________ 
 
Oliver Fraenkle, Director of Music 
Lawrence E. Jones Middle School  
Email: Oliver_Fraenkle@crpusd.org  

Dear Band Family, 
I am looking forward to another exciting year with our LJMS band family. I truly believe that music plays an 
important role in your child’s education. Most highly ranked educational institutions worldwide have a special 
emphasis on music education, additionally, research shows that playing an instrument stimulates the brain in 
unparalleled ways. 

Band Parent/ Booster Meetings/ MSPABA 
We are having our first Band Parent Meeting on (see date sheet) at 6:30 PM in the LJMS band room. Future 
Band Booster meetings will be determined at this meeting  and will alternate between LJMS and TMS (Tech 
Middle School). 

1) What ALL band students need every day: 
1. A folder (with student’s name) containing all music 
2. A band journal or section in a binder to take notes- this can be kept in the classroom. 
3. A pencil with eraser 
4. Instrument (school’s or own) labeled with name as well as: 

● Brass players: valve oil, slide grease, polishing rag (can be used to empty spit valves) 
● Reed players: two reeds (strength 1.5, 2, 2.5, or 3), cork grease, cleaning pad. 
● Percussionists: own drumsticks and practice pad 
● Flutes: cleaning cloth, polishing cloth 
● I would also encourage students to buy an electronic TUNER with a built in metronome. We use a 

Korg TM-40 ($30). They can also download an app on their phones instead. 

2) Practice: A minimum of 20 minutes 3x/ week, Please make sure all fields on the practice 
records are filled out and sign it. 
Practice sheets are collected each Friday with parent signatures. Unsigned practice records receive ½ credit. 
Students not turning in practice records may perform a piece of their choice for the class to improve their 
grade. 

Band Shirt and Method Book 
New band students need a band shirt ($15) and a method book ($10). These items are yours to keep. Please 
make a check out for $25 to MSPABA or put cash in a labeled envelope. Please see me for financial hardship 
sponsorship. 
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Year-long Elective: 
Band is a year-long elective; if you are unsure about this commitment, please contact me right away. 
 

3) Performances 
 
All scheduled performances are mandatory and part of the band grade.  
Students are excused for unforeseeable dramatic events or emergencies only. Please contact me for questions. 
Please give me a written explanation for absences 

If you anticipate a conflict with any performances, please send me an email or note ASAP. 
I cannot excuse students starting two weeks  before the concert for anything but severe 
unforeseen events, sickness or emergencies as we rely on every performer. 

Concert Attire/ Responsibilities: 
6th grade Band Students are to wear their band shirts with dark long pants or skirts and dark shoes. 
7th and 8th grade students dress formal: Black and White. Dress shirts and dress shoes or completely black 
shoes (for boys) required. Girls can wear black and white or a formal dress. Ties and suits are permitted- you 
can always dress up but not down :-). 
Winter Concerts: Students may wear Santa hats, ties or other festive holiday accessories. We have had students 
with lights on their instruments in the past. 
 
For performances, Students are responsible for their own music, reeds, instruments (must work) etc. 
Students report 30-45 minutes before concerts to the band room ready to perform. LJMS concerts are usually at 
6:30 PM. Please observe concert etiquette. 

 

 

4) Instruments 
School Instruments:  We generally have instruments available at no charge. Students must return a signed 
“instrument check out” form and parents are liable for instrument damages, repairs due to negligence or loss.  
 
Purchasing an Instrument: 
Good student instruments to buy: 
Flutes: Armstrong, Gemeinhardt, Yamaha, Jupiter, Selmer (for all brands: silver plate preferred over nickel= 
turns cloudy) 
Clarinets: Vito, Selmer, Bundy/ Selmer, Jupiter, Yamaha (make sure it is complete and all mechanics work and 
there are no breaks, pads can be replaced, make sure corks are good) 
Saxophones: Conn, Yamaha, Selmer, King, Jupiter. Make sure cork is good and all mechanics work and 
nothing is broken or missing.  
Trumpets: Bach, Getzen, Conn, Selmer, Yamaha, Olds, King. Make sure all valves move smoothly. Also all 
slides should move.  
 
Please do NOT buy instruments from any “ box Stores” such as Costco or Wal-Mart etc… We can’t 

INTEGRITY PERSEVERANCE DISCOVERY SERVICE 

 



 

repair them. Only buy brand name instruments (see list above).  Many of these brands are now also made 
overseas and do not possess the quality of previous manufacturing years. 
 
You can also rent to own or simply just rent instruments at your local music store. People’s Music in 
Sebastopol, Tall Toad Music in Petaluma, and Stanroy Music Center in Santa Rosa rent instruments among 
others. Please contact me for any questions regarding instruments.  

5) Classroom Expectations: 
Students are expected to be safe, respectful and responsible at all times. I believe in natural consequences. 
Students who disrupt the class have to spend a few minutes at the end of class to help straighten out the room or 
help the class in some other way. For me it all comes down to attitude and respect. I will do my best to create 
a safe learning environment promoting Integrity, Discovery, Perseverance, and Service. We (this includes 
me) sometimes do jumping jacks in class excluding students with medical conditions or injuries. These are 
voluntary and are used to release extra energy, promote team spirit, and build up stamina aiding in playing a 
wind instruments.  

 

 

6) Communication:  
Please contact me directly via email for any questions:  
oliver_fraenkle@crpusd.org 
Additionally, I will try to keep our  
LJMS school music website https://ljms.crpusd.org/our_school/ljms_music_program/ and  
Facebook page http://www.facebook.com/ljmsmusic updated -off course this may not happen :-) 
 
If you would like to upkeep our facebook page, please let me know. 
 
Sincerly,  
 
Oliver Fraenkle 
 
 
 
 
oliver_fraenkle@crpusd.org 
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IMPORTANT, please return by_______________ BAND PERIOD: ________ 
 
I have read and agree with this year’s Band Manual, 

Student Name & Signature _______________________________________________________________ 

Parent/ Guardian Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 

Email/ phone __________________________________________________________________________ 

If you are able to volunteer or help in any way, please list services and times you might be available 

(These could include paperwork, repairs, errands 

etc.)______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

For New Students only: 

Parents, If you have a new band student, please include a check for $25 (made out to “MSPABA” with 
student’s name on it) or cash in a sealed envelope along with this form. This pays for the book ($10) and 
band shirt ($15) which both are yours to keep. Please contact me for any questions. Students who are not 
purchasing a book or shirt will be provided a loaner book or shirt. 
If you already own a book (Essential Elements 2000 Book 1) or LJMS band shirt, please let me know in 
the comment’s section below and I won’t order one for you. 

____(check) I have included cash or a check for $25 made out to MSPABA for the band shirt and method 

book (new students only) 

For 8th grade students only:  
 
Parents, if you have an 8th grade band student, please include a check for $8 (made out to “MSPABA” 
with student’s name on it) or cash in a sealed envelope along with this form. This pays for the Essential 
Elements 2 book which is yours to keep. Students who are not purchasing a book will be provided a 
loaner book. 

____(check) I have included cash or a check for $8 made out to MSPABA for the method book (8th grade 

only) 

Comments/ Questions: ____________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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